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Grants & Claims

Contractual
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Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING

1037 GF/Mental Health
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CAPITAL EXPENDITURES   

CHANGE IN REVENUES  (           )

CSSSHB 53 (FIN) makes several changes to the statutes that govern Child in Need of Aid (CINA) 
proceedings. Most of those changes reflect a policy to presumptively open most CINA proceedings, and 
agency actions and records. Of particular interest to the court system are those sections that relate to 
court hearings. Under the bill, most CINA hearings will be open to the public unless a party files, and the 
court grants, a motion to close all or a portion of a hearing. An interested member of the public may notify 
the court and the parties that he or she would like to be served with any petitions to close. Additionally, If 
the court is considering closing a hearing out of concern that an open hearing might interfere with a 
criminal investigation then the court is to notify the criminal justice agency conducting the investigation and
provide it with an opportunity to be heard. (Continued on page 2)
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Each year the court system receives roughly 1,200 new CINA cases and 200 petitions to terminate 
parental rights. Both the Public Defender Agency and the Office of Public Advocacy, who represent
the parties in these cases, anticipate filing motions to close in a significant percentage of these cases. 
This fiscal note reflects additional judicial and clerical time associated with ruling on motions to close, 
closing and then reopening hearings where only a portion of a hearing needs to be closed, notifying law 
enforcement agencies in those cases where closure is needed to protect a criminal investigation and 
clerical work associated with data input and scheduling changes. Specifically, this note asks for four 
months of a part-time court clerk in Anchorage and two months of part-time clerks in both Bethel and 
Fairbanks and corresponding pro tem time for judges in those same locations.


